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  What better scouting experience can there be than a survival camp?? The 

chance to experience the outdoors, and practise the necessary knots and rope 

techniques to build a bivvy to camp in. To learn which wood and kindling to use 

to light and maintain a fire to cook your meals, and battling the elements that 

January throws at you. 

 

 The weeks before survival camp we all had our eye on the weather. There were some 

very cold days and even colder nights leading up to the weekend of the camp. Fortunately 

the weather warmed up for the weekend rather than very low single digit numbers it 

started to creep into double digits during the day time, and stayed above freezing for the 

nights. However there was still a constant drizzle which was enough to turn the activity field 

into a mud bath. 
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 After an initial safety briefing, and run through of the program, we set to work 

learning how to use available resources and a few extra ones thrown in for good measure, 

to construct a shelter. Not just any shelter but one to sleep in for the night.  

 

 

 

 

 Throughout the morning we practised how to construct shelters, even whittling 

wood to form pegs to secure guy lines. We used rocks to secure the materials, and 

eventually ended up with “a watertight shelter”. Remembering not to build the doorway 

towards the wind and driving rain helped!!! 

 

 Of course a shelter on its own is not survival, we needed food and so we foraged for 

more materials this time to build a fire. We used different sizes of wood, the pine sap from 

trees, kindling, and wood chips from carving tent pegs earlier. 
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 The thinkers amongst us had safely stored extra fire wood under cover to keep it dry 

over night to make the breakfast fire starting easier. It didn’t take too long to have the fire 

roaring and eventually dying back to embers that we used to cook our breakfast on.  
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We all had a fantastic weekend and learnt so much! But the big win was the badges 

available!! Survival badge, nights away badge, Blackhills campfire blanket badge, January 

ticked off for the Yorkshire Challenge badge! In addition to all the other skills learnt, using 

knives, making camp gadgets, building shelters, teamwork, cooking, preparing food.......and 

staying dry!! 

 

A huge thanks to the leaders of both groups who made this extremely exciting and 

informative camp possible. Hopefully our young scouts will be able to use the skills they 

have learnt, and bivvy and cook on future camps. 

 

If you are not already in scouting, come along and give it a go! If you are already a 

scout, make sure you book to go on the next camp and see what you can learn, and how 

many badges you can get! 

 


